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EAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 

Ana Reservoir Wipers 
Ana Reservoir is a spring-fed, 62-acre, closed basin 
reservoir near Summer Lake in southeastern 
Oregon. The springs feeding Anna Reservoir flow 
a constant 90 cubic feet per second at 58 degrees 
Fahrenheit, creating an ice-free, year round fishery. 
Ana Reservoir is a popular recreation site and 
supports a great rainbow trout and unique hybrid 
bass fishery. 
 

 
 

The department started stocking hybrid bass, also 
known as “Wipers” in the reservoir in 1982. 
Wipers are a cross between a male striped bass and 
a female white bass. The resulting offspring are 
sterile and voracious predators providing a useful 
tool to control Ana Reservoir tui chubs. The over 
population of the reservoir with tui chub 
constrains a very popular trout fishery. The use of 
Wipers to control tui chub appears to have been 
successful so the department stocks them 
biannually. 
 
Wipers are an aggressive predator, and combined 
with their size makes them an exciting game fish 
that is not offered anywhere else in Oregon. 
Wipers can be caught year round with crankbaits 
and bait fished along the bottom. Anglers tend to 
catch more fish in the winter months when the 
reservoir water level is lowered for maintenance.  
 
The current state record Wiper was caught in 2014 
weighing 19 pounds 12 ounces and 31 ½ inches 
long.  

 
Elk Response to Wildfire Risk Management 
Forest management to reduce wildfire risk is 
becoming increasingly common near rural western 
communities. This management is primarily 
designed to reduce wildfire potential and intensity 
by reducing forest fuel load. The changes to 
habitat that result can effect wildlife use as well. 
Generally, these treatments intended to reduce 
wildfire risk open over-story canopy, reducing 
ladder fuels and creating an earlier successional 
stage of grasses, herbaceous plants, and broadleaf 
shrubs. Early seral stage vegetation provides better 
nutritional value for elk than a mature forest. 
However, these treatments also often reduce 
vertical vegetation structure, which may increase 
heat stress, human disturbance, and predation risk 
for elk. 
 
To evaluate the long-term response of elk to forest 
treatments, department Wildlife Research Staff 
turned to information on cow elk forest use 
collected at the Starkey Experimental Forest and 
Range from 1995 to 2016. Between 2001 and 
2003, 26 Starkey Forest stands were mechanically 
thinned and burned, while 27 similar stands were 
left untreated as an experimental control. From 
2004 to 2016, elk use of these areas was monitored 
to see the effect. 
 

 
 

Elk showed a change in forest use following the 
treatments. Elk foraged in treated stands at night, 
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then transitioned to more densely forested, 
untreated stands during daylight hours. This daily 
pattern likely occurs as elk attempt to minimize 
human disturbance, heat stress, or avoid other 
predators during the day. Elk use of treated stands 
peaked in early summer and then declined by fall. 
This response is driven by declining forage quality 
in treated stands as grasses, herbaceous plants and 
broadleaf shrubs become dormant before winter.  
 
The treatment effects on elk use lasted about 15 
years. After 15 years, use returned to pre-treatment 
patterns. This change in use occurred as the forest 
matured, closed in with young conifers, and the 
abundance of preferred forage plants declined.  
 
Effective road management is an important 
consideration in planning treatments that both 
reduce wildfire risk and enhance elk habitat. Elk 
were less likely to use treated stands that were 
close to roads open to motorized vehicle use. 
Previous research has shown that elk strongly 
avoid roads open to motorized vehicles. Not 
considering this impact could reduce or eliminate 
potential benefits of a particular forest treatment.  
 
The findings of this work demonstrate that 
reducing fire risk and maintaining good wildlife 
habitat are not mutually exclusive as long as care is 
taken to maintain a mixture of forest types and 
reduce human disturbance. Creating landscapes 
with a mixture of high quality foraging areas 
coupled with more densely forested areas that 
provide hiding and security cover for elk is 
important. Smaller fuel treatments increase 
landscape diversity and increase options for elk to 
make choices necessary to meet their life history 
requirements.  
 
WEST REGION 
Bernadette Graham- Hudson, Region Manager 
 

Jewell Meadows Winter Elk Feeding Tours 
Staff began taking winter elk feeding tour 
reservations December 1 and by 2 p.m. that day, 
1,061 individuals were signed up and just a few 
weekday seats remained. These tours are extremely 
popular and a very positive experience for visitors.  
 
Elk feeding tours run six days a week December 1 
through February 28 and last for about one hour. 
Feed wagons accommodate up to 15 people who 
help feed alfalfa to elk herds. Staff educates the 

public, including many students, on behavior, 
biology, and management of elk and other wildlife 
in the coastal rain forests.  
 

 
 

Over the past five years, staff has taken an average 
of 983 people each season. Last year, the wildlife 
area had an estimated 110,680 visitor use days for 
wildlife viewing with 35 percent of those in 
December through March. In 2008, visitor days 
were approximately 80,000.  
 
Staff also received expanded results from the 2016 
visitor use survey project. Preliminary findings 
estimate visitors spent nearly $2 million in travel 
related costs to visit Jewell Meadows Wildlife Area 
(main viewing area) during the year.  
 
Nehalem Rancher Wins Riley Freeman Award 
North Coast Watershed District staff awarded 
Karen Kuntz and her Foley Peak Angus cattle 
operation with the Riley Freeman award during the 
Oregon Cattlemen’s Association and Oregon 
Cattlewomen’s Convention and Tradeshow in 
December.  
 
On her 304-acre property in the Nehalem River 
watershed, Kuntz uses grazing rotation, storm 
water runoff control, riparian buffer strips, and 
other efforts as part of a Resource Management 
System development with help from the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service and Tillamook 
Soil and Conservation District. Rotational grazing 
has maintained good field conditions and reduced 
sediment and manure runoff into Tomlinson 
Creek, a tributary of Foley Creek and the Nehalem 
River.  
 
Native tree plantings improved wildlife habitat and 
provide escape cover, thermal protection, rearing, 
and roosting areas for neo-tropical birds. 
Roosevelt elk, black-tailed deer, raptors, mustelids, 
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and beavers all benefit from diverse habitat Kuntz’ 
ranch provides. Foley Peak Angus is a great 
example of working agricultural land that provides 
important habitat for fish and wildlife.  
 
The award is named for past Chairman of the 
OCA’s Wildlife Committee, Riley Freeman, who 
advocated partnerships between wildlife managers, 
landowners, and wildlife consumers. This annual 
award is presented in partnership with OCA to 
recognize an OCA member that best exemplifies 
Freeman’s passion for the cattle industry, good 
land stewardship, and avocation for partnerships.  
 
Coquille Valley Wildlife Area (CVWA) Update 
The wildlife area continues to be popular with 
local hunters. The area was closed in May for tide 
gate construction and habitat restoration work and 
reopened to public access on November 10. 
 
Through December 22, about 200 hunting permits 
were issued with hunter harvest at about one bird 
per hunter. While success rate is not as high as in 
other parts of the state, CVWA is providing a new 
place to recreate in an area where very little access 
was available in the past. Based on comments 
written on permits turned in by hunters, they 
appreciate the opportunities provided by the new 
wildlife area. 
 

 
 

The Beaver Slough Drainage District opened one 
tide gate door, flooding wetlands and canals that 
allowed initial movement of juvenile coho from 
the river into critical overwintering habitats in the 
Winter Lake valley floor. The C3P (China Camp 
Creek Tide Gate Project) infrastructure was 
finished in November as Phase 1 of the Winter 
Lake Restoration project. The Muted Tidal 
Regulator tide gates are in testing phase and will 
not be fully automated until mid-January or early 

February. Phase II, scheduled for summer 2018, 
will reconstruct 7.8 miles of tidal channels into 
China Camp Gun Club and ODFW-owned lands. 
When completed, both phases of the project are 
anticipated to produce sufficient rearing capacity 
to return another 4,000-5,000 adult coho to the 
Coquille River annually. 
 
Staff completed the first winter fish monitoring of 
the C3P/Winter Lake Projects. Hoop traps 
captured four coho in Winter Lake and quite a few 
warmwater game fish. Hoop traps in Beaver 
Slough captured more than 40 coho with just a few 
bullheads. All coho ranged in size from 70 mm to 
120 mm, and were PIT tagged. Staff hopes to see 
greater use of the overwinter habitat with new tide 
gates installed, although at this time, the gates are 
only being “test opened”. 
 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) Education 
With several hunters bringing banned parts of deer 
and elk from CWD positive states into Madras and 
the Rogue Valley, wildlife staff in the southwest 
wrote letters to area taxidermists and game meat 
processors asking for their help. Many letters were 
hand delivered and received positively. 
 
The letters explained the disease, how it’s spread 
and outlined the parts ban. Taxidermists and game 
processors were asked to discuss the issue with 
their clients or display an ODFW informational 
sign at their businesses. They were also asked to 
notify ODFW or OSP if banned parts from CWD 
positive states were brought to their businesses.  

 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education 
Administrator 
 

MyODFW.com  
MyODFW.com, the department’s new recreation 
focused website, has had more than 1.1-million 
page views since its launch in late September. 
Combined visitation to the new site and the agency 
website is up 9-percent over the same time last 
year (221,000 page views above 2016 levels.) The 
Weekly Recreation Report continues to be the 
most visited portion of the site. Wildlife viewing 
information on the new site is quickly being 
discovered. Three of the top 50 visited pages on 
MyODFW.com relate to wildlife viewing. This is 
encouraging. Wildlife viewing content was rarely 
visited on the previous website. The new site has 
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more than 275 pages of wildlife viewing content 
and more is expected. Over the coming months, 
department staff will work with the website 
contractor to develop recommendations for 
additional material. However, creation of 
additional wildlife viewing content will be 
contingent upon funding being available.  
 

 
 

Hunter Awareness and Outreach Campaign 
Results of the Hunter Awareness and Outreach 
Campaign, including the “Take a Friend Hunting” 
contest, are promising. The campaign goals were 
to educate Oregonians of the benefits of hunting 
and encourage individuals who might be inclined 
to hunt to participate or mentor a new hunter. The 
digital campaign generated 31.5-million 
impressions. An impression is when content is 
displayed on a web page. The content was clicked 
on and viewed 142,000 times. While this may seem 
low, the click-through rate is about eight times the 
industry average for digital campaigns. The 
audience for the campaign was slightly younger 
than the average license buyer, with 60-percent 18-
44 years old. The campaign also generated 
considerable interest in other hunting related 
content, including hunting maps, how to hunt deer 
and elk, hunter education, regulations and venison 
recipes. Partners in the “Take a Friend Hunting” 
contest were also pleased with the results.  
 
Individuals mentoring a new hunter were entered 
into a drawing for a number of items. The Global 
Marketing Director for Leupold & Stevens said the 
Friend campaign “nailed it” and is the “future” of 
targeted campaigns to encourage hunting. Plans 
are being developed for 2018 campaigns.  
 
 
 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
(OSP F&W) 
 

Northwest Region 
Members of the OSP F&W Albany/Salem team 
conducted a night flight operation with the OSP 
F&W pilot. The pilot spotted a light being cast 
from a motor vehicle. Troopers initiated a traffic 
stop on the vehicle and observed a rifle and 
spotlight behind the seat being concealed by a 
blanket. The known passenger in the vehicle has 
been convicted of numerous wildlife offenses in 
the past. He was arrested and taken to the Linn 
County Jail where he was criminally cited for 
Hunting Prohibited Hours, Hunting While 
Suspended, Hunting with Artificial Light, and 
violation cited for Casting Light from a Motor 
Vehicle while Armed. The rifle and a spotlight 
were seized as evidence. 
 
East Region 
OSP F&W Troopers received information of a 
vehicle observed dumping two fresh deer carcasses 
on BLM land near Prineville. After meeting the 
person providing the TIP and collecting DNA 
samples and garbage left at the scene, the Troopers 
drove to the suspect’s house. Following 
questioning, the subject came clean and admitted 
that he had intentionally run the two deer over (a 
doe and fawn) killing one and then shot the other 
to kill it. The troopers seized the meat along with a 
.22 rifle. They also seized an illegal set of velvet 
buck antlers and a spike elk head. The subject 
received criminal citations for Unlawful Take of 
Mule Deer with Vehicle and Illegal Possession of 
Game Mammal Parts. Numerous warnings were 
also issued.  
 
Southwest Region 
A Central Point OSP F&W Trooper contacted a 
subject who was in possession of an untagged 
blacktail buck deer he had taken in Canyon Cabin 
Gulch. The subject did not possess any hunting 
licenses or tags at the time. The Trooper followed 
him back to his residence where he presented a 
2017 bow deer tag. Through further inspection 
and investigation, it was found the buck deer had 
been taken by a rifle, with no evidence of being 
taken by a bow. The Trooper found a 30-.06 rifle 
in the vehicle with one spent round in the 
chamber. The 3x4 buck and rifle were seized and 
taken back to the Central Point office. A bullet 
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was recovered from the neck of the deer and was 
sent for further testing. The subject was also found 
to be a convicted felon. Ballistics analysis showed 
the bullet recovered from the illegally taken deer 
was consistent with the seized rifle. Troopers later 
returned and arrested the subject who was 
transported to Jackson County Jail where he was 
lodged for Possession of Firearm by Felon, 
Unlawful Possession of Firearm, Unlawful 
Take/Possess Buck Deer, Hunting Prohibited 
Method: Unauthorized Weapon, and No 
License/Tag in Possession.  

 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator   
 

Foothill Yellow-legged Frog Surveys 
The Rogue District conservation biologist and an 
intern conducted visual and Environmental DNA 
(eDNA) surveys of Foothill Yellow-legged frogs 
(FYLF) in 2016. These frogs are Oregon 
Conservation Strategy Species in the Coast Range, 
Klamath Mountains, West Cascades, and 
Willamette Valley ecoregions. Historically, they 
once ranged from the Willamette Valley to 
southern California and from the Sierra Nevada 
and Cascade Range west to the coast.  
 
A new technology, eDNA confirms presence of a 
species simply by analyzing samples from the 
environment for fragments of its DNA. Prior 
research demonstrates eDNA has a higher 
detection probability than traditional visual surveys 
and is safe for staff, less intrusive for the study 
animals, minimizes risk of introducing pathogens 
or aquatic invasive species, and may be more cost 
effective.  
 
Staff received a grant from Oregon Wildlife 
Foundation to compare traditional survey 
techniques with eDNA analysis. Twenty historic 
FYLF sites were randomly selected in the 
Applegate and upper portion of the Illinois 
watersheds to conduct both visual and eDNA 
surveys.  
 
Staff hypothesized eDNA surveys would be more 
sensitive than visual encounter surveys and may be 
useful for detecting frogs outside of the breeding 
season when they are more difficult to observe. 
However, results showed eDNA is not as sensitive 
as visual surveys; adds considerable logistic and 

financial costs to sampling; and will likely not 
detect post-metamorphs that are out of the water 
if even for a relatively short time. In general, staff 
recommend continued use of visual encounter 
surveys for FYLF in most situations, although 
eDNA may still be warranted to survey for 
oviposition and rearing sites when a passive 
technique is required to avoid disturbance to egg 
masses or tadpoles, protect staff safety, or prevent 
introduction of invasive plant species.  
 

 
 

iNaturalist Citizen Science Project 
The Rogue District received a grant for $4,380 
from Oregon Wildlife Foundation to deploy 
coverboards on the Denman Wildlife Area and 
begin a Citizen Science monitoring project on 
iNaturalist with private landowners in the Rogue 
Valley. Coverboards are artificial structures placed 
on the ground as a surrogate for downed wood or 
other cover and are periodically flipped over and 
searched.  
 
The project will provide baseline information on 
herptiles – reptiles and amphibians – in two 
Oregon Conservation Strategy Habitats: Oak 
Woodlands and Flowing Water and Riparian 
Habitats within Conservation Opportunity Area 97 
(North Medford COA) and in other COAs 
throughout the Rogue Valley.  
 
Staff will deploy 200 coverboards along two 
transects on the Denman Wildlife Area. Boards 
will be checked along with visual encounter 
surveys six times between April and May of 2018-
2019. 
 
As part of the Citizen Science project, Rogue 
Valley landowners will receive free coverboards 
and document herptiles they find under the boards 
by posting pictures on iNaturalist. Citizens will 
check their boards four times between April and 
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May 2018-2019. The Strategy encourages 
conservation actions by all Oregonians and this 
project will engage the local community in reptile 
and amphibian conservation. 
 
The project aims to compare traditional visual 
encounter surveys to coverboards of different 
materials, gain a better understanding of herptiles 
on Denman Wildlife Area, and use Citizen Science 
to gather information on herptiles in our region. 
 
ODFW is collaborating on the project with Dr. 
Marc Hayes, Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife who is also volunteering his time. Staff are 
working with a Southern Oregon University 
professor in hopes of recruiting volunteers from 
the school’s Biology Club to deploy and check 
coverboards.  
 
Oregon Vesper Sparrow Study in Willamette 
Valley 
The first of a three-year project documenting 
potentially limiting factors on Oregon Vesper 
Sparrow populations has been completed. The 
Oregon Vesper Sparrow, a grassland-savanna bird, 
is identified as an Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Species and is listed State Sensitive-Critical in 
Oregon.  
 

 
 

ODFW funded the first year of the project using 
USFWS State Wildlife Grant funds, and the 
fieldwork was conducted by the American Bird 
Conservancy (ABC; Bob Altman, Principal 
Investigator). During the 2017 breeding season, 
128 birds were color-banded, seven sites and 21 
nests were monitored at five sites in the Willamette 
Valley. Sites represented different land use/habitat 
types (pasture, restoration prairie, Christmas tree 
farm) and mixed land ownership. 
 
Initial results from the first year of the study 
indicate high survivorship and site fidelity, but low 
productivity. In particular, the low hatchability 
rates (failure of some eggs to not hatch) observed 

in this study suggests concern and a need to 
intensify nest monitoring with increased sample 
sizes in future years. 
 

 
 

Funding for the next two years of this study is 
secure with a USFWS Competitive State Wildlife 
Grant and a grant to ABC from the Oregon 
Wildlife Foundation. A similar effort is being 
initiated in 2018 in the South Puget Sound of 
Washington, and the Rogue Basin in southwest 
Oregon to complement this study and provide 
comparative data. These data are critical for 
determining which factors influence survival and 
reproduction and the mechanisms driving the 
population declines. 
 
Acoustic Bat Monitoring Program 
ODFW, along with its contractor and partners, 
successfully developed a statewide acoustic bat-
monitoring program and implemented two pilot 
field seasons in 2016 and 2017. The project built 
upon the legacy of the original Oregon Bat Grid; 
and is now referred to as Bat Grid 2.0.  
 

 
 
Data from both years have been analyzed and are 
already being used by ODFW staff to make more 
informed recommendations regarding avoidance 
and minimization measures for energy 
development in eastern Oregon. This project led 
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to a new collaboration among state and federal 
agencies committed to continuing bat monitoring 
into the future, and it led to creation of a 
“Regional Bat Monitoring Hub” housed at Oregon 
State University – Cascades 
(http://osucascades.edu/HERS/northwestern-
bat-hub/north-american-bat-monitoring-program).  
 
If it had not been for this initial effort by ODFW, 
the bat-monitoring program would not have built 
up the momentum necessary to create this robust, 
efficient, and effective approach. This project is a 
perfect example of the Oregon Conservation 
Strategy in action. 
 
 

MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM  
Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program Manager 

 
Abalone in Oregon  
Abalone are large marine snails that are prized 
both for their tasty meat and beautiful shells. Their 
life-histories are highly adapted to the rigors of 
living in shallow rocky bottom habitats. Two 
species of abalone occur in Oregon waters (flat 
abalone, Haliotis walallensis; red abalone, Haliotis 
rufescens). As broadcast spawners, abalone release 
their gametes (eggs and sperm) directly into the 
surrounding seawater. Consequently, the adults 
must live in very close proximity (<1m) for 
fertilization to occur. In addition, the microscopic 
abalone larvae suffer high rates of mortality during 
their 1-2 week period adrift in the plankton, and 
they have a low chance of finding a suitable habitat 
when they settle to the bottom. 
 
Adult abalone typically aggregate to help increase 
the likelihood of reproductive success, and they 
have a long life-span (e.g. > 30 years) which allows 
them several opportunities to breed. The patchy 
distribution of abalone aggregations in high-relief, 
shallow water habitats means that abalone 
populations are easily overfished. Divers and 
gatherers naturally begin to harvest abalone from 
the dense groups, yet these aggregations are the 
most valuable to sustainability of the population. 
Accordingly, the fundamental act of harvesting 
abalone from the dense aggregations contributes 
to poor reproductive success and has led to decline 
of abalone populations worldwide. 
 

 
Red urchins and red abalone await drift algae beneath a 
large boulder 
 

Red abalone (Haliotis rufescens) are the world’s 
largest abalone, and their biogeographic range 
extends from Coos Bay, Oregon to Baja 
California. Adult red abalone attain their greatest 
size near the northern limit of their range, where 
they also occur at the lowest densities. In Oregon, 
red abalone are only found along a couple miles of 
shoreline. Without ongoing surveys to assess this 
small population, it is not known whether their 
densities are still at an effective level to ensure 
reproductive success. Although the red abalone in 
Oregon are rare, they are also huge; many of the 
largest red abalone have been harvested from the 
small population along the southern Oregon coast. 
It is likely that the world record red abalone was 
taken along the southern Oregon coast in 1993, 
and this trophy abalone had a shell length of 12.3 
inches. 
 

 
World’s largest red abalone, suspected harvest from southern 
Oregon (1993) 
 

Red abalone is the only species for which 
recreational harvest is still allowed – there is no 
commercial harvest of wild abalone. California’s 
fishery has been primarily managed using de facto 
deep-water reserves (depth restriction where 

http://osucascades.edu/HERS/northwestern-bat-hub/north-american-bat-monitoring-program
http://osucascades.edu/HERS/northwestern-bat-hub/north-american-bat-monitoring-program
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healthy populations occur out-of-reach from 
snorkel divers), rigorous population stock 
assessments, and restriction of harvest areas. In 
Oregon, red abalone does not occur at depths that 
would support a de facto reserve. Instead, 
management of the sport fishery relies primarily 
on a low annual take, a low level of participation, 
detailed reporting for each harvest, and by close 
monitoring of the fishery activities and stock 
assessments from neighboring California. 
 
It now appears that the red abalone population has 
declined to a very low level of abundance that is 
potentially below the minimum density 
recommended to ensure successful reproduction. 
An unusual confluence of environmental factors 
came together along the west coast over the past 
several years, and it is likely that this “Perfect 
Storm” contributed to high levels of stress and 
mortality for red abalone in southern Oregon and 
northern California. Seawater temperatures in 
nearshore marine waters warmed substantially 
beginning in 2013, drastic declines in the kelp 
forests that both camouflage and feed abalone, a 
burst in purple sea urchins who are competitors of 
abalone for kelp, and other factors, have likely all 
contributed to what we now observe: increased 
starvation and decreased populations throughout 
their range.  
 

 
Starved flat abalone taken near Humbug Mountain, 
southern Oregon coast (Aug 2016), showing withered foot 
and substantial reduction of tissue mass 
 

In response to these events and trends, the 
California Fish and Wildlife Commission recently 
closed their sport fishery for all of 2018 due to 
concerns over the health of the abalone 
populations in northern California. On December 
28, 2017, in a complementary action, ODFW 

implemented an emergency rule to suspend the 
recreational abalone harvest for the first months of 
2018.  
 
ODFW is currently seeking input from previous 
abalone permit holders and other stakeholders 
regarding a suite of potential management actions 
and a longer-term solution to the problem. ODFW 
has added an agenda item to the March 16, 2018 
Commission meeting in Salem to review 
information, consider public input and staff 
recommendations for longer-term management 
measures, and decide on fishery changes. 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
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